T he Museum Studies program and the George A. Smathers Libraries have been informally working together for many years. Historically, students from Museum Studies have interned, volunteered, and conducted thesis projects in the campus Libraries. More recently, Library faculty have employed these students to conduct preservation assessments, facilitate collection inventories and re-housing in Special Collections, create interpretive signage for historic buildings, assist in grant writing research, and co-curate exhibitions. As library-collecting practices increasingly incorporated non-archival items such as three-dimensional objects, Master of Science students provide valuable skills in processing and storing such items. The Libraries' Exhibits Director is also adjunct faculty for the program and regularly teaches seminar courses that address cultural heritage practices more broadly.
The partnership is mutually beneficial and signals a broader trend in cultural heritage professions and GLAM (Gallery, Library, Archive, Museum) collaboration.
As emerging museum professionals, the students gain valuable experience that can help focus their career path. The Libraries benefit from the students' expertise and willingness to experiment.
More often than not, these opportunities are paid assignments, which is rare in both the library and museum field. 
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